The Bloody Assize
" There is as full proof as proof can be; but you are the
judges of the proof, for 1117 part I thought there was no
difficulty in it."
The foreman says they are in doubt, the judge says he
cannot help their doubts; the foreman says they are yet
not clear that the prisoner had notice that Hicks was in the
army. This of course meant a verdict of not guilty, which
would be a terrible disaster. The judge repeats Dunne's
later confessions, the foreman is but half satisfied. And
though he had said that there was no charge against the
prisoner in relation to Nelthorpe, now when the jury were
doubtful about Hicks, Jeffreys deliberately misdirects them
by saying," Did not Dunne tell you there was such discourse
and she was by, and Nelthorpe's name was named."
Mrs Lisle tried to say a word to remind him perhaps of
Creed's evidence about Nelthorpe that he had cut short.
He silenced her saying," You must not speak now," and con-
cluded with a word of encouragement to the jury.
" Come, come, gentlemen, it is a plain proof."
The jury again retired. Some say that they returned
three times and refused to find a verdict, until Jeffreys in
a transport of rage threatened them with an attaint of
treason. It may be so. Nothing was too grotesque an end-
ing for such a mockery of justice. But accepting the short-
hand writer's story, the jury came back but once and then,
after a further quarter of an hour, returned into Court with
their verdict. The prisoner stood at the Bar.
CL of Ar. Alice Lisle, hold up thy hand.   Gentlemen
of the jury, look upon the prisoner, how say ye.   Is she guilty
of the treason whereof she stands indicted or not guilty ?
Foreman. Guilty.
CL of Ar. What goods or chattels, lands or tenements
had she ?
foreman. None that we know of.
CL ofAr. Look to her jailer, she is found guilty of high
treason; and prepare yourself to die.
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